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are well worth the additional ex-
pense—especially if you decide to 
add an HDTV into the mix. Compared 
with regular “standard definition” TV, 
high-def pictures are simply stun-
ning—and the bigger the screen, the 
more dramatic the experience. An-
other plus is that the digital TV system 
gives broadcasters the option of deliv-
ering several standard-def programs 
instead of one high-def channel, or a 
high-definition channel plus one or 
two standard-def channels, which, by 
the way, normally look better than 
what analog TV now delivers. 

You can expect some extra good-
ies, too. Electronic program guides, 
for one, make it easy to find and 
select programs you want to watch. 
You’ll also get better audio, with many 
programs delivering surround sound. 
(Of course, you’ll need an A/V receiver 
or processor/amp and a surround-
sound speaker system to enjoy these 
more expansive soundtracks.) 

Even if you decide to stick with your 
old analog TV for now, it’s worth 
pointing out that a digital TV picture 
will tend to look slightly cleaner and 
have less “noise” than its analog 
counterpart. Digital TV signals are 

also free of reception problems like 
the “ghost” images that can plague 
analog TV. And unlike analog TV 
signals, which can interfere with 
other nearby TV signals, digital TV 
signals don’t slop over into neighbor-
ing channels. Finally, a digital TV 
signal coming in over the air will look 
even better than a cablecast of the 
same station because it hasn’t under-
gone conversion from the broadcast 
(ATSC) format to the QAM format that 
cable operators use.

Okay, so now that you know what 
to expect when analog TV goes dark, 
it’s time to go shopping for a new 
TV—and not just any TV, an HDTV. 
Sure, you could add a digital tuner 
and keep your old analog set going 
for lord-knows-how-many more 
years, but why put off ’til tomorrow 
what you can do today? For advice 
on what to look for in a new HDTV, 
see “How to Buy an HDTV”on page 34. 
You won’t be sorry. I promise. TPV
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THE PERFECT ADDITION TO ANY HOME

THE NEW Be-718
The Tiny Dancer, a.k.a the Be-718, is quite possibly the

only pair of loudspeakers discriminating music and

movie lovers will ever need. Experience the speaker

that redefines the price performance relationship in

high end speakers at Command Performance AV.

At Command Performance AV, we only sell products

that offer astounding quality, performance and

value. So Usher Audio is a perfect match for us.

Whether you are buying your first system, upgrading to

the next level, or designing your ultimate listening room

or home theater, Command Performance provides the

knowledge, service, and personal attention you seek.

CALL (703) 532.7239 TODAY.
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